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E. O. 11652: N/A 
TAGS: ETRD, BC 

SUB J : BOTSWANA SEEKS EXEMPTION FROM EC BEEF BAN 

REF: GABORONE 1039 

DEPT PASS WHITE HOUSE STR 

1. EMBASSY INFORMED THAT MINISTER AGRICULTURE MASISI DEPARTED 
AUGUST 30 FOR VISIT SELECTED EC CAPITALS TO SEE EXEMPTION OF 
BOTSWANA FROM EC BEEF IMPORT BAN. 

2. GOB OFFICIALS ARGUE THAT BOTSWANA SHOULD BE EXEMPTED FROM 
BAN BECAUSE (A) BEEF EXPORTS VITAL TO BOTSWANA’S ECONOMY AND 
(B) SUCH EXPORTS WOULD HAVE VERY MINIMAL IMPACT ON EC MARKET. 

LIMITED OFFICIAL USE 

LIMITED OFFICIAL USE 

PAGE 02 GABORO 01190 301918Z 

3. COMMENT: EC BAN HAS NOT YET HAD MAJOR IMPACT ON BOTSWANA'S 
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FOREIGN EXCHANGE E EARNINGS FROM BEEF BECAUSE OF HIGH PREVAILING 
DEMAND IN SOUTH AFRICA. 

BOLEN 
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